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Welcome back to school everyone. We hope you had a lovely Summer. We would like to welcome all our new students and we hope you enjoy your time in Robertstown School. A welcome to our new staff members Mr. Flanagan, Miss Whelen and Miss. Byrne.  Sadly we are to lose Ms. O’Loughlin who is moving to her new home in Limerick.  We wish her all the best in her new life.
New Playground
The children of Roberstown N.S are coming back to school to a new playground in the school garden. This structure was put in over the holidays thanks to the Parents Association. This new playground will play a huge part in developing the childrens gross motor skills and social and intrapersonal skills through the medium of play. 

Read-A-Thon 
The Read-A-Thon is being held this year between 17th October and 12th November.  Forms will be given out this week.
Safety Message   
Teachers are not responsible for children until the bell rings at 9am. Children are asked not to arrive before 8.55am as teachers need the time before school to prepare for class and will not be supervising children dropped off earlier.

Children are not permitted to enter the school grounds through the staff carpark.  All children should enter the school through side gates in the morning. If travelling to school by bicycle children are asked to walk their bicycles from the gate and not to cycle inside school grounds. Parents are asked to supervise young children when collecting older siblings and keep pets outside the school gate. Parents are reminded to take extreme care when pulling into and backing out from the school parking spaces. 
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The school has just been awarded it's second Green Flag for Energy Conservation. This involved tracking the amount of enery consumption in the school and introducing measures to cut the amount of energy being used. Well done to the Green Schools  Commitee for all their hard work.  We hope to raise the Flag on the Hallowe’en Fancy Dress Day.

We are still collecting Stamps for Peatland Conservation, Batteries, Ink Cartridges, Mobile Phones and Paper Bags can be left at the Recycle Centre

Videos  
We have a supply of very good quality videos for sale in the school @ a cost of €3 each.  These will be displayed in the corridor from next Monday.

Healthy Lunches 
Children are reminded to to bring healthy lunches to school daily with no bars, crisps or popcorn,fizzy drinks, lucozade, ribena or coke. You are allowed one small snack for a treat on Fridays only.

Rainbows
Rainbows is starting up again at the end of October. Check Parish Newsletter for more details.

Contribution 
We would like to thank all the families that have already sent in €50 contribution towards Board of Management for the day to day running of the school.  Anyone who has not yet contributed can still do so through the office.

Homework Club. 
Due to the success of the homework club last year we are continuing on with this service in the school again this year from 2.45 to 3.45 Mon to Thurs. For details ask Miss Murphy.

Reminders

Children must wear slippers in the classrooms and have a bag to put shoes in. Also children need a small hand towel to dry own hands as this will cut down on waste of paper tissues.
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Walking Bus  The Walking Bus is up and running on a trial basis with the help and advice of Declan Keogh and Brendan Weld of K.C.C.
[image: image4.wmf]Recycling & Hallowe’en Halloween Children wishing to participate in the Halloween Fancy Dress and Green School recycling competition are advised to begin thinking about their costumes now and begin getting them made as this event will be held just before the Halloween Break. Have Fun!

Digital School Award
We have high hopes of achieving a digital school award this year which would be wonderful for the children.

Only one other school in the county has this award so fingers crossed!
Website  
Check for updates regularly as website is continusely updated.  e.g. help for homework, children’s projects, art etc will be displayed.  www.robertstownns.ie
Text-A-Parent  
Text-a-parent will continue to be used this year.  Please ensure that your number is up to date. 

Staff Meeting  
Please note staff meetings will take place on Monday, 6th October at 1.40pm and Monday, 3rd November at 1.40pm.
Infants Room  
We are still looking for play resources fro the infant rooms.  We are particularly looking for play kitchen / shop etc.  We would be very grateful if anyone has one to donate!

Uniform  
Crested jackets, polo t-shirt and tracksuits are available through the school.  Polo t-shirt will be compulsary to be worn with tracksuits after the mid-term break.  Please contact Ms. Murphy for details.
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