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General Organisation

Welcome Back

We would like to welcome back all the pupils to their new school, especially the new infants.  It’s a great relief to all of us to be out of the pre-fabs and to have a comfortable, spacious well equipped learning environment at last.  Thanks to all concerned.

School Opening Times

School opening time is 9.10a.m.  Doors open at 9.00a.m.  No child should be on the premises before that time.  Staff who are on the premises early, are there to prepare work.  They cannot supervise children or take duty of care before official time.

Homework Diaries

Parents should check each night that work is done.

Notes Home

Parents should check if there are any notes.  These should be put into diaries by the children when they get them.

Uniform/Tracksuit

Full uniform is to be worn every day including ties.  Shoes are preferable to runners with uniform.  School tracksuit and runners to be worn for P.E. days and other activities designated by Principal/Teacher.

Healthy Lunches

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday are healthy lunch days.  Parents please co-operate with lunch policy.  Children should have their lunches with them when they come to school (not to be brought in during the day please).

Absences/Release Book

Absences must be explained and recorded in child’s diary for N.E.W.B.  The release book must be signed by person taking child out of school

Cleaning/Maintenance/Heating

As you know we sent a survey to parents re: a contribution towards costs not covered by grants.  The result was 31 returned, 30 in favour and 1 spoilt.  At a Board of Management meeting a decision was taken not to ask 30 parents to cover the cost for 67 others.  Our outgoings will be very high for the new school building for cleaning, heating, maintenance, E.S.B., telephone, security, paper and soap dispensers contract.  We will continue to provide these services while funding lasts, this will reach a crisis point in the new year.  If anybody has any ideas we would appreciate an input.

The School Building Programme

The school building is progressing favourably.  Work is continuing inside the school and ground work – paths, walls, landscaping etc, outside.  The school hall still needs a lot of work.  We are hoping to see most of the work completed after the mid-term break.
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We would remind parents/guardians to update their contact numbers.  It is very important that you can be contacted immediately in the event of your child being sick or having an accident or if the school has to close unexpectedly for lack of heating or electricity etc.

Playground Markings

Playground markings trails and games will be done in the near future.  These will be a great asset to the pupils.  This project is being funded mostly by the Parents Association.  I would like to thank them for their support to the school.

They have also provided D.V.D.s and C.D. players for classroom use and software for computers for Diagnostic Testing and to help special needs.  We are also grateful for these.

Collecting Children

Please collect your child/children at the appointed time.  If you are unable to do so yourself and have asked someone else, you should inform the class teacher.

Swimming/Playball

Playball and Swimming are both starting up again on Friday, 13th Jan 2006.  The costs have yet to be finalised.

M.S. Readathon

Once again our school is taking part in this nation wide event.  The reading period started on 14th of October and finishes on 14th November.  So could you please encourage your children to read and gain as much sponsorship as possible for this worthy cause.
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Monitors

If anyone has monitors in working order, of which they wish to dispose, the school would gratefully accept them.

Attendance

Attendance has improved and in September we had our record month with an average attendance of 98.5% for both boys and girls.  Keep up the good work.

In-Service

There are 3 in-service days from now until Christmas.  Friday, 11th Nov ’05, Wednesday, 30th Nov ’05.

National Science Week

A trip to the Irish National Stud, Japanese Garden and        St. Fiachra’s Gardens has been planned for all classes from 2nd to 6th.  This trip will take place on Friday, 18th November 2005 as part of our schools programme for National Science Week.  The Irish National Stud is one of the approved Discover Science centres in Ireland.  The cost of this trip is €10 per child and it covers entry and transport.

Christmas Raffle

Just a quick reminder that after the Hallowe’en break we will be distributing the tickets for the Christmas Raffle.  All money collected goes straight back into the maintenance of our school so please support us.

Christmas Child

Last year the Christmas Child project was a massive success.  So once again we are supporting this project.  The shoeboxes have to be brought into school on or before the 10th November.  The labels will be placed on the boxes in the school.  Don’t forget to bring in €3 per box.

Sport

Sport is continuing in the school, with the boys U11 reaching the Kildare semi-final this month before losing narrowly to Milltown.  Well done to the boys and we hope that children will continue to participate.

Green Schools

The Green Schools project is moving along and we would hope to obtain the Green Flag this year.  We are also starting to recycle printer cartridges and cans again.  So any cartridges or cans would be welcome.  Cans will be accepted in full bin liners only.
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